CHAPTER IV
THREE IN A FLAT
LONGFORD liad been proud of the change in Marie, and
she had taken pride of place in his affections until, some
ten months after her removal to Earl's Court, Ralph had
met Lorette Dollond, the wealthy American wife of an
English nobleman, twenty-five years older than herself.
Lady Dollond regarded her spouse as a human crane,
by means of which she had been raised to the social
heights to which she aspired. Realizing that the said
crane could lower as easily as it could lift, Lorette, who
loved adulation, and whose sexual cravings her elderly
husband could not satisfy, was careful only to deviate
from the path of conjugal virtue when Lord Dollond's
back was very securely turned. For the first two years
of her married life, Lorette's opportunities for infidelities
had been very few and far between. At the time she
met Longford, however, Dollond, weary of society
functions in London, on the Riviera, in Egypt, and
wherever else his wife decided to display herself, had
accepted an invitation to preside over a commission that
was to proceed to East Africa to investigate the vexed
question of boundaries. He was sick to death of the
role of the beautiful Lady Dollond's husband, and
hoped that the mission would afford him an opportunity
to gratify his love of big game shooting.
It was because of Lorette that Longford had not
attended the J$rocken "RmL While preparing to escort
Marie, he had received a note from Lady Dollond
asking him to meet her at a reception, to fix details about
their projected excursion on the morrow. At the
foaction, it was agreed that Lorette would send Ralph
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